CONFIDENT FAITH WITHIN AN ANXIOUS WORLD

Hebrews 11:1 NIV Now faith is the confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

FAITH IS BELIEVING TO BE TRUE WHAT YOU HAVE NO PHYSICAL PROOF OF BUT GOD GUARANTEES BY HIMSELF.

Esther 1:1-4 NIV

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127
provinces stretching from India to Cush: At that time King Xerxes reigned from Even though God, Jehovah or LORD is never
his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, and in the third year of his reign he gave a

banquet for all his nobles and officials. The military leaders of Persia and Media,

mentioned by word in the book of Esther, He is all
over the place working His perfect will using those
the princes, and the nobles of the provinces were present. For a full 180 days he who are called by His name.
displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and glory of his

majesty.

Esther 1:5-8 NIV

When these days were over, the king gave a banquet, lasting seven days, inthe enclosed garden of the king’s palace, for all the people
from the least to the greatest who were in the citadel of Susa. The garden had hangings of white and blue linen, fastened with cords
of white linen and purple material to silver rings on marble pillars. There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and other costly stones. Wine was served in goblets of gold, each one different from the other,
and the royal wine was abundant, in keeping with the king’s liberality. By the king’s command each guest was allowed to drink with
no restrictions, for the king instructed all the wine stewards to serve each man what he wished.

Esther 1:9 NIV
Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace of King Xerxes.

Esther 1:10-11 NIV
On the seventh day, when King Xerxeswas in high spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him—Mehuman,
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Karkas— to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display

her beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at.

Esther 1:12 NIV
But when the attendants delivered the king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned

with anger.

Esther 1:13-15 NIV

Since it was customary for the king to consult expertsin matters of law and justice, he spoke with the wise men who understood the
times and were closest to the king—Karshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memukan, the seven nobles of Persia
and Media who had special access to the king and were highest in the kingdom. “According to law, what must be done to Queen
Vashti?” he asked. “She has not obeyed the command of King Xerxesthat the eunuchs have taken to her.”

Esther 1:16-19 NIV
Then Memukan replied in the presence of the king and the nobles, “Queen
Vashti has done wrong, not only against the king but also against all the nobles HUMANS

and the peoples of all the provinces of King Xerxes. For the queen’s conduct will
become known to all the women, and so they will despise their husbands and MORETHAN THEY
say, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she

would not come.” This very day the Persian and Median women of the nobility



who have heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the king’s nobles
in the same way. There will be no end of disrespect and discord. Therefore, if it
pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of
Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter
the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone
else who is better than she. Then when the king’s edict is proclaimed throughout
all his vast realm, all the women will respect their husbands, from the least to

When one is a follower, one has less risk of being
rejected by peers.

~

WHEN YOU STAND STRONG,

the greatest. BE READY TO
An angry person stirs up conflict,
When pride comes, and a hot-tempered person
then comes disgrace, commits many sins. Pride brings
but with humility a person low, but the lowly in PRIDE BRINGS
comes wisdom. spirit gain honor.
Proverbs 11:2 NIV Proverbs 29:22-23 NIV PRIDE BRINGS A PERSON

PRIDE LEAVES NO

In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in
all his thoughts there is no room for God.
Psalms 10:4 NIV

Esther 1:21-22 NIV

The king and his nobles were pleased with this advice, so the king did as
Memukan proposed. He sent dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, to each
province in its own script and to each people in their own language, proclaiming
that every man should be ruler over his own household, using his native tongue.

_/
\

_/

Vashti was removed by God in order to set the
stage so He could save His people.

He leads priests away stripped and overthrows
officials long established. Job 12:19

No one from the east or the west or from the desert can

Let everyone be subject to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God.

Romans 13:1

He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and
raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to the discerning. Daniel 2:21

Esther 2:1 NIV

Later when King Xerxes’ fury had subsided, he remembered Vashti and what she
had done and what he had decreed about her.

Esther 2:2-4 NIV

exalt themselves. It is God who judges: He brings one down,
he exalts another. Psalm 75:6-7

GOD KNOWS WHAT’S GOING
TO HAPPEN BECAUSE

-
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Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. Let the king ap point
commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Letthem

be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let beauty treatments be given to them.
Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queeninstead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he followed it.

Mordecai was a Jew. His name means “little man.”




Esther 2:5-7 NIV
Now there was in the citadel of Susa aJew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,
who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king
of Judah. Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This young
woman, who was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her
father and mother died.

These girls were not given a choice as to whether they wanted to

participate in this beauty pageant. If they were selected, they went.
Esther 2:8-9 NIV
When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many young women were brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the
care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. She pleased him and
won his favor. Immediately he provided her with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female atten dants
selected from the king’s palace and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem.

Esther 2:10-11 NIV
Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so. Every day he walked
back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her.

Esther 2:12 NIV
Before a young woman’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments prescribed for
the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics

Esther 2:13-14 NIV

And this is how she would go to the king: Anything she wanted was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. In

L The Hebrew word for treatment is marug meaning “scrubbing and polishing.”

the evening she would go there and in the morning return to another part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch
who was in charge of the concubines. She would not return to the king unless he was pleased with her and summoned her by name.

Esther 2:15-16 NIV

When the turn came for Esther (the young woman Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail ) to go to the king, she
asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of
everyone who saw her. She was taken to King Xerxesin the royal residence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign.

Esther 2:17 NIV GOD IN His \

Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and

she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a

royal crown on her head and made her queeninstead of Vashti. HAD SET ESTHER IN PLACE

Esther 2:18 NIV FOR A

And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his nobles and AS THIS

officials. He proclaimed a holiday throughout the provincesand distributed gifts

with royal liberality. \\ J

Esther had to have active faith during these 12 months
of solitude. She had to believe God had a plan for beauty
treatments and etiquette lessons. She didn’t know the
plan — but she believed He had one.

HE CHANGES TIMES AND SEASONS; HE DEPOSES KINGS AND RAISES UP OTHERS. HE GIVES
WISDOM TO THE WISE AND KNOWLEDGE TO THE DISCERNING. DANIEL 2:21



